
 

French @ South Marston CofE Primary School 

“Language is the road map of a culture. It tells you where its people come from and where they are going.” Rita Mae Brown 

Intent: 

Why do we teach this? Why do we teach it the way we do? 

Our intent is to deliver a high-quality education in Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) that fosters a genuine interest in learning about different languages 
and cultures. Currently, we focus on teaching French, but we also aim to provide pupils with opportunities to explore a variety of other languages. 

By the end of their primary education, we want our pupils to have a solid grasp of both spoken and written French, to feel confident communicating in 
French, and to appreciate the significance of learning other languages for their future. Mastery of a foreign language offers numerous benefits, including 
breaking down social barriers, enhancing cross-cultural understanding, and developing key skills such as problem-solving, memory, critical thinking, and 
listening. Additionally, learning a second language can deepen pupils' understanding of grammar in their native language. 

We are committed to enriching our pupils' cultural capital by broadening their knowledge and appreciation of diverse cultures and languages, preparing 
them for a more interconnected world. 

Implementation: 

What do we teach? What does this look like? 

In Key Stage 2, we teach French as our Modern Foreign Language. Instruction is delivered in a whole-class setting by a trained language teacher, with 
lessons designed to engage and motivate pupils from the outset. Each lesson has clear, achievable objectives and incorporates creative activities to cater to 



different learning styles. We utilise a variety of resources, including games, stories, and songs, to enhance enjoyment and connect learning to real-life 
situations. 

In Year 3, we emphasise speaking and listening skills, gradually introducing reading and writing to build a strong foundation for foreign language learning in 
Key Stage 3. Lessons are structured to help pupils build on their existing skills while developing new ones through fun, exciting, and interactive activities. 

Pupils’ progress is documented in their French books, which include photos, drawings, sentences, and captions. These books accompany students from Year 
3 to Year 6, ensuring that prior learning remains accessible. 

Performance is an integral part of our French curriculum. We provide opportunities for pupils to engage in singing, drama, role play, and performing 
rhymes. Knowledge organisers in pupils’ books serve as practical tools, helping both pupils and teachers reference essential concepts and progress through 
each unit. 

We are committed to enriching our pupils’ cultural capital through activities such as celebrating European Day of Languages and performing songs from 
various countries in school concerts. 

View the Modern Foreign Languages National Curriculum objectives here - 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7b9246e5274a7318b8f889/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_Languages.pdf  

Impact:  

What will this look like? 

Our Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) curriculum is designed to ensure that all pupils develop essential language learning skills as outlined by the national 
curriculum. We aim to cultivate a love for languages and an appreciation of diverse cultures. Pupils will learn to understand and respond to spoken and 
written language from various authentic sources. They will build confidence, fluency, and spontaneity in speaking, finding effective ways to communicate 
their ideas through discussion and questioning while continually refining their pronunciation and intonation. 

Pupils will also practice writing at varying lengths and for different purposes and audiences, employing the grammatical structures they have learned. They 
will gain an appreciation for a range of written forms in the target language, enhancing their understanding of how language relates to identity and culture. 
This deeper cultural insight will help them develop a greater awareness of themselves and others, fostering a lasting enthusiasm for languages and a desire 
to pursue further language learning beyond the classroom. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7b9246e5274a7318b8f889/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_Languages.pdf


The Subject Leader plays a crucial role in overseeing and improving the quality of language teaching and learning. This includes conducting pupil voice 
sessions, learning walks, and reviewing samples of pupil work. The Subject Leader is responsible for providing updates and professional development for 
the staff team, organising language-related experiences, and ensuring the effective delivery of language education throughout the school. 

 


